














Arizona Children’s Author of the Year – 2001 
Arizona Governor’s Book Choice Award – 2005 

Arizona Book Publishers Association - Best Book –2008 
Arizona Authors Association – Best Children’s Literature - 2010 

Glyph Awards – Best Children’s Non-Fiction – 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 

1

CONRAD J. STORAD 
Science Writer  *  Editor  *  Author 

7726 S. El Camino Drive  *  Tempe, AZ   85284-1442 
Telephone:  480-250-9071 (cell) * 480-897-7660 (evening) * E-mail: cstorad@cox.net 

 

 
May 20, 2011 
 

Arizona Historical Advisory Commission 
Arizona Centennial Legacy Projects  
c/o Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records 
1700 W. Washington Street, Suite 200 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 

To whom it may concern: 
 

I am writing to support the application of Elizabeth W. Davidson for approval from the 
Arizona Historical Advisory Commission. The approval would support an Arizona 
Centennial Legacy Project to promote her children’s science/nature book titled: 

Cheery: The True Adventures of a Chiricahua Leopard Frog. 
 

Amphibians around the world are getting sick and dying, including the Chiricahua 
Leopard Frogs in Arizona. Elizabeth Davidson is one of many research scientists working 
to solve the problem. She and her colleagues at Arizona State University have studied 
amphibians for years. They have learned much to help other scientists understand the 
current situation. But members of the general public need to know as well. 
 

This is where the Arizona Historical Advisory Commission can help. I can think of no 
better way to inform millions of readers of all ages than via a well written story supported 
by brilliantly rendered illustrations packaged together in a children’s book. Professor 
Davidson and illustrator Michael Hagelberg have done exactly that with their book. The 
story is told simply and clearly through the eyes and voice of one little frog. Michael 
Hagelberg’s colorful, exquisitely rendered illustrations bring Davidson’s words to life. 
Arizona is there. The history is there. The science is there. The educational components 
ooze from every page. And the story is important. I really believe that this book will be a 
“must have” for anyone in Arizona, and around the world, who loves animals and cares 
about the health of our small blue planet. I support this application with the sincere 
enthusiasm of an author who has dedicated his career to improving science literacy 
among readers of all ages. I look forward to sharing copies of Cheery with lots of young 
readers in years to come. 
 

Respectfully, 

Conrad J. Storad 
 

Conrad J. Storad 
Author, Editor, Science Writer 
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